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PRESS RELEASE: Theatre 
 

 
 

FIRE EXIT presents, in co-production with Tron Theatre: 

CORIOLANUS VANISHES 
 

David Leddy returns to the stage in a new show from the creative team behind 
International Waters. 

 
TRON THEATRE, GLASGOW  //  Fri 14 – Sat 22 April 2017 //  7:45pm 

 
Chris has just experienced three deaths, one after another. He’s in prison awaiting trial. But he can’t quite remember why.  

 
Over the course of one tense, riveting hour we witness him piece together his complex descent - from passionate love to shame, devastation and 

the many, many forms of madness. Just beneath the surface of everyday life there’s complete anarchy lying in wait.  
 

Coriolanus Vanishes is a contemporary psychological tragedy, written and performed by renowned theatre-maker and Artistic Director of Fire Exit, 
David Leddy. This show will mark Leddy’s return to the stage for the first time in 12 years. Previous successes directed by Leddy have included 
International Waters (2016), Long Live The Little Knife, (2013) Sub Rosa (2009 - Herald Angel Award) White Tea (2009 - Scotsman Fringe First 
Award, Herald Angel Award, Edinburgh International Festival Fringe Prize), Sussurrus (2007 – Winner, Outstanding Special Event, San Diego 

Critics Circle Awards). David last performed in 2005 in Through The Night.  
 

The show features an audacious and arresting design, from the same multi-award-winning production team who created ‘International Waters’ - 
richly-coloured, razor-sharp slashes of light will cut across a burnt-out, stark stage.  

 
 

David Leddy said of the show title and his return to the stage: 
 

“"The struggle between humanism and militarism is one of the big themes of Shakespeare's Coriolanus and that became one of the inspirations for 
this show. Coriolanus is a divided and contradictory man who has been moulded by the wars his mother sent him to. I was really interested in the 

ways that destructive character traits can get taught by parents to their children. I researched theories of child development and thought about how 
micro-level personality traits can end up projected onto the macro-level of diplomatic relations between countries and ultimately wars.  

 
The title of this play also makes a nod to a fascinating book by David King called The Commissar Vanishes. It shows how particular people were 
literally painted out of historical photographs in the Soviet Union after they’d fallen out of favour with the Stalinist leadership. Another example of 
small, child-like emotions being played out on a global scale. My shows are often about abuse of power, and especially how one person’s moral 

ambiguities can influence wider society, or vice versa. It’s no coincidence that I wrote this during Donald Trump’s rise to power. 



  
I wrote this role knowing I’d play it myself. I haven’t performed for twelve years, and may never do it again. People are often very enthusiastic 
about my skills as a performer, which is flattering, and it is definitely nice to flex those parts of my brain again. But for me acting is always a 

channel for my writing and directing. So, I find myself performing on stage and a line might get a laugh or a gasp of shock, but I realise I’m having 
a sort of out-of-body experience where part of me is watching the show from the outside and thinking ‘oh good, that line works, that delivery was 

the right one.” 
 
 

Fire Exit Presents, in co-production with Tron Theatre: 

CORIOLANUS VANISHES 
By David Leddy 

 
Written and performed by David Leddy 

Design realised by Becky Minto   
Sound design by Danny Krass  
Lighting design by Nich Smith 

 
TRON THEATRE, GLASGOW 
Fri 14 – Sat 22 April 2017 

7:45pm 
£8 (previews), £10-£16 

0141 552 4267  tron.co.uk 
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